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Ln frontiera tra Il Meassico e gli Stati Uniti, pill comunemente
conosciuta come il checkpoint San Diago ~ Tijuana, @ uno
dei puntl piv trafficatl del mengo, con circa-sessanta milion|

di persone che lo attraversano ogni anno, Lungo entramii

i lat del confine sono disseminate le zone pit conflittuall

del continents smericano, ma anche | taitori che, grazie

4l passagale di culturs differenti, vedone 'instaurarsi

# |la nascita di trasformazioni estreme. Tijuana  'a citta
principale dallo stato meassicano della Basza California

e |a seuts sres metrepalitana pib grande del Massico con | 500/
1.483.992 abitanti. Famoso in quei territori @ il motto di quasta
oiltd *Aqul emplezs ls patria”, inteso dal governo messicanc
come “La porta del Messico”, anche se la tracduzione letierale
e "La patris comincia da qui”, Com’é tipico di una citta

di frontlers posts sl confine di realta diverse, Tijuana & || cracavie
di culture & abitudini lontane. Oggl Ia citta & ricea i une grande
variels di alirazion & di atuvita da offrire ai visitatori, ma @
viglblimente snche un lboge in e ognl giome migliaia

di uomini vi glungono per preparars: al "viaggio® 8 ogni notte
ciren diecimila persone dormone par le strade o in qualche
dormitorio gestito dalle parrocchie locall in attesa di templ
miglioti. E in questo contesto cha l'architetto guatemalteco
Teddy Crus sperimenta alternative architettoniche ¢ urbang
per avvicinarsi &lla cultura dell’estrema globalizzazione anche
in una realth molte povera, Lo Studio Teddy Cruz, fondato

rinl 2000, & uno del pli impartants grupp di sperimentazions
di ricerche urbane attivi oggi negli Stati Uniti

LALLOGGIO INFORMALE: COSTRUIRE RECUPERANDO
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Informal housing: building by recycling

he barder batween Mexizo and the United States,
commonly known as the San Diego — Touans checkpoint,
is ono of tho world's highest ralfic border points, with aboat
saventy milllons pespla crossing the border every yest
On oither side of the bonder are some of the mast confiict-
ridden areas in the American cantinent, but afso places
where thy passage of different cultures has regulted In some
axtrame changes. Tijuane i the biggest city 10 the Mexican
state-of Baja Colifornia and the sixth largest metropolitan arae
in Maxico, with & population af | 483,992 The city's famous

Manufactured Site, on experimental proect fos Tiuans in Mesion

motto "Agqui empieza o patna” literally mezans “The homelang
atarts hore”, though the Mexican government Inteipnets it a3
“The door to Maxico®. Like other border 1owns where diffarant
reafities come together, 1ljuana is a crossroads of very
difterant cultires and llestplea. The oty now offers & arsat
variety of attractions and activities for visitors, but (tis cleany
alsz a plece where thousands af people come avery day

to prepara for the “trip™ and every niokl about ten thousard
p«opln sipap on the strests of in o darmitory et up

Ly the (ocal chursiies, in hopes of Bettar tines 1o came,
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‘CONTENITORI® RECICLATIT

hdﬂlﬂl Wnd lo ietiticion| nof some i grado o gestire e reore
pocessario a risohvura fu Huthwress probiemetiche prosenti,

53 ¢ propailto & strategle urkane per e papelazion benestam|,

nn por il sippans & mtocs comunith in difficaha, | fhui che e attzaversano,
diventana por Tijuana o steummnts trueife cul mscogitare nsove peatiche
architettaniche, » 'opportitity pec | proguttist! o farsi portaton

& nuove candizen| Abitative con lu callwborazionn dulle istituziani,
mmnhnudwmﬁmlmlmommdlmmtﬁoggw
o gl yelizzat] @ matenall di seartn per favarive una politica
dell'sfioggio informalel Lo studio e stiwtio ur rapporto di sinergia

con fabbrichu » comunith di attiviet] s, grasse 3 sssid). governativ,
'hluldugdo rinaens o satersi di supporto struttursle per fa ricastruzions
delli ares phs dégradate di Tijumma. Uiniziative permette da un lato

di sgaembarare « quarten degrodati i San Disgo oggetta dmponeati
opere ol spvantellamarnte, ull'ultre: di libersrs be strade dai materiali

di searte aczumidatl. Qunsts 1o | urbimistics & smblomatica di come
la comunita informall stlune sswseonds piit velocemants dei nuclsi
urbanl tradlsienal, farmulnta slire rogalis sbitative. Nuove pratiche
soczall Knainwann nei Jerriten neesado une densificaziane delie aree,
« san || frutto di Hewrchis o stratigie dimprovelsazions, stratificaione,
glustappostsions  negoslaions dl un territoris concepito come

un arlzzonte operstive « fwssibils, | villini prefabbricati csiifomiani,
Invoce di waseve dumeiitl, venganu trasportat] aitrn cantine dave scan
Inserith In ua dulslo mwtuilics, dasatands un negozio di alimentan

o ' aitafficnn sl plano 1o, o wszemblati sino 2 foamare zone in cul &
imposalbila distingunie porti residenziali « commarciall

RECYCLED “CONTAINERS®

bt saame ssinttles the institutions are not managing to handly

1he tesources resuired to solye the many problems that face thsm,

In twrms of both utban stratogles for well-off populaticas and supgort
for whale communities of people in difficutty. THuana ases the flaw
thnmnhmugh it % tool lurmg up with naw forms

il sechitueturel practice. and the opportunity to Introduce new living
ronditicns with the support of the insztutians, Taddy Crus wxpwtiments
with & process uf recovery of ohjects no longer neaded snd waste
mntetinle 12 encourage an mfarmal housing palley. The studio formmd
» porinership with factories and communities of activists and, witly

the nid of government subsidiss, put toguthar the iwausess snd structurul
wipport tystems needod to recanstruct Tiuana's most degradad aress
The initiotive males it pozaible 1o vicate degiredad nraas In San Diego
where mojor demolitions are bulng contucted and fres the strsets

ot warte matorals. Thiz type af urban planning (s smblematic of how
rfermal commmhiu are growing faster than canventionad urban
santres, poming g with alternative rides for living. New social practices
are imsinuating thomsaluas inta the wwe, recrwating » demification

of these areas, the pmdm:t af study of etratugies for improvisation,
stratificution, ;nmpnmion and negatiation of & teriitory conceived

22 a flenibie eparative hotlzan. Thi prulubicdestud hames of Calitornia.
Instead of being damalshed, are Tranwported aver the border, whers
they ore insorted in = matal frame 4 hetonw « food shop or garsge

on the ground floar; or sssemblud to form neighbourheads Im whichit i
impozsible ta distinguish hwtwean residential snd commercial areas.




La ricerca, pii che progetto, che ha visto comp luego d'azinne
fuesto punto di attravesamento tra |a frentieon americana

o quella messicana, & definita Manufactured Sito o nasce

dalla volanti di recuperare ognl oggetto, ogni scarto e ognl
elemento dal guertied srmentellatl dalle ctza delta California
Meridianale, in perticolare San Diego, cosi da poterli utilizzare
per costrulre le nuova perfens di Tijuana
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In this cantexr Guanienalan architect Teady Cruz expmnimmnts

with architectural aed Lrdian alternatives for spomaaching the el
af axtreme ginhalisation even h 4 very poor ciry. Stoaio Teddy
Cruz, foundad i 2000, 1 one of the most important studdios

far exporimentatics in urbar research acove in the United States
today: The sthidio’s research, rathen than gesign, focuses

on this crossing point between the Amencan and Mexican borders,
definad as the Manufactured Site and inspired by the mtention

of ecovenng ol obyects, wastes and comgonents of naighboarmacc
that are dismantled in acutham Cailfornia, and garticularly San
Diego, for reuse in the canstruction of new suburs for Thuana.
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MODULI AD ALTA ADATTABILITA

Dbinttive dl Teddy Crux @ quelle ¢l dotare i case » negozi

I pogalaniunl che vivans in guslle ares a poca distanza

dni quurtines gl neehi del monds. Nan & tratta di an apice grande
progette, s i1 Un peresiso che pravede, di vaits in volta,

Lo nassits i diflwewnt) pratiche ubltative deockse dal eittadinl stessi.
Con riferimenti alle favslas, Czur sestions che V'insediaments

wif alta densith, sasontiale # apeatanen, & un madello urbaniztico
migliors di Guello 4 Busves cancuntrazions, fintg, tradizionale

» confarmisin,

Lo forrs di quusto progetis nan st bella s strotturs
srchitmttunica, ma piattosio nella volonts df travare wna seluzions
fattiblla por quslle arew povers dove ien ¢ b s necessith

di castrilie grandl sctifisl resldansiali, mi Vasigeazs di vivers
decentemants it ambient! gradevoll realizzat con material
lovecost riciclatl, Teddy Crux ha canceplte gueste abitazion| come
ana verin di modull compoanihill medlanta una struttura matallica
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HIGHLY ADAPTABLE MODULES

Teddy Cruz's gool is ta provide harmes snd shops for the populations
living i these arass nat far from somm of the vweorld's waslthins
residontial zones. This is not ene big project, but o prosess which
gives rise to ditfaront forms of living in ench case, determined

by the citizens themuslves.

Cruz looks at the favelan and notes that essential, spontansaus
Irigh density construction is & much better uchan modal than

tha fahe, traditional, conformint low concentration model

of the sublirbs.

This projoct’s strangth fies not in It architecturs but in s will

1o 1ind & salution that will ba fessible for poor grees whete there
15 no need 1o build big residential boildingn, But thare in » need
to llve dacently ih 4 pleasant environment canstricted Ualng low.coat
recyclad materials. Teddy Cruz designed the hames as # seties

of medular units which are put together with n metal structurs

in grado df adattars ai differenti mateciall, Gll scary sono monrat
2 1ecco » prevedane un’(ntegrazions nel lempa mediinie

Il riciciaggio dai materiall gin aaatl: Une celliils ibitative &
compeosta come una “scutala ciness”, dotata 4l plano terrs

di pmbienti protettl ¢ oscuratl per ospitase b sttivith levaculive
© | servizi, © al piano superiore articoluts i un prime spaza
Iintermedio copertt du lustre opache simill 4l policsbonato

che filtzana | sale durants || gigrme = un secessalyo embisnte
interno, wlteriormente custodito per il ambinnti del fipose.
Tipelngie adilizie the non si discortano dulle sbitacioni ssistunt|
In queste terrs, non deturpinn || presaggio circostints

o 3i adattano ol fattord climatici : .

Le regole abitstive si formano guindi sutonsmaments o s gualit
di tali costruzioni spontanem i minura sttrayersa e quontite

di rapportl sociali ed economidl che s'instausano col tempa

fra gli abitantl.

capable of adapting to different materlals. Waste matutlals are put
teguthnr dry 10 make censtructions which sre then expanded oyer
thnis slng recyclod used maturiala: A Hulng unit is put together
lihm o “Chinasa hox", with a cheltered, shagad area an the arownd
floet fur work and sorvics areas and, on the upper level,

A It b b rnetinte ursa coveend with polycastbonste-llke
opariia plates ta filtar the sunlight duning tha day and than.

ait wwnn more sholtered Inner area for rest and seap, This form

of comtruttion dows nat stand st from the exlsting s

j1 the aewa, dows net distush the landicaps around ft and is
sdopted th the lacal climutic canditians,

The rules of lving sow Hhs indepsadantly tarmed, sad tha guality
of thesw spontaneaus censructinns v medauiwid by the quantity
of seciil and sconamic ulptionships sstabillshed among

the inhaliitents ovar tims, '







